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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJ: COUNTERING THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF OUR NON 
PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM 
AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

1 . AS WE FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR ABSENCE FROM THE 
WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINA- 
TION, I BELIEVE WE MUST DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MAKE 
CLEAR OUR FUNDAMENTAL OPPOSITION TO THESE TWO EVILS, 
PARTICULARLY TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE THIRD WORLD. ONE WAY 
TO DO THIS MIGHT BE TO PREPARE A SERIES OF CAREFULLY 
CONSIDERED STATEMENTS AND PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS THAT 
WOULD UNDERSCORE THE POSITIVE NATURE OF OUR COMMITMENTS. 
FOR EXAMPLE, I AM PUBLISHING IN THE MISSION'S BULLETIN 

THE EXCELLENT STATEMENT OF THE US PARTICIPANT IN THE 
SYMPOSIUM ON THE EXPLOITATION OF BLACKS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
AND NAMIBIA, REPORTED IN USUN 3021. WE OUGHT TO PLAN 
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TO HAVE SIMILAR PRONOUNCEMENTS COMING ON STREAM IN THE 
PERIOD AHEAD. 

2. IN THIS CONNECTION, I AM STRUCK BY THE RECENT CABLES 
FROM PRETORIA, PARTICULARLY 3944 AND 4244, REGARDING THE 
BRUTAL DEATHS OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN AUTHORITIES. I WONDER IF IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR 
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A MAJOR SPOKESMAN OF THE USG, OR PERHAPS THE PRESIDENT 
HIMSELF, TO MAKE A SPECIAL STATEMENT ON APARTHEID, ITS 
INHUMANITY, AND ITS CONSEQUENCES SUCH AS THE INCOMPREHEN- 
SIBLE DEATHS OF CITIZENS IN CUSTODY. I REALIZE THAT THE 
STATUS OF THE NAMIBIA DISCUSSIONS MAY PRECLUDE SUCH A 
PRONOUNCEMENT AT THIS TIME, BUT A SYMBOLIC STATEMENT 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED. ONE POSSIBILITY THAT I WOULD 
SUGGEST IS HAVING A STATEMENT ISSUED JOINTLY BY 
SECRETARY VANCE AND HIS PREDECESSORS, KISSINGER, ROGERS 
AND RUSK, CONDEMNING APARTHEID IN UNEQUIVOCAL TERMS. 
SUCH AN EVENT WOULD INDICATE THE NON-PARTISAN NATURE OF 
THE USG COMMITMENT TO FIGHT APARTHEID IN EVERY FORM. 
VANDEN HEUVEL 
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